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and his mother to concert measures for the death of
the man who, as they pretended and perhaps be-
lieved, had encouraged the assassin of Duke Francis.
A bravo formerly in the service of Anjou and at
that time of the Guises was stationed behind the
blinds of a house which the Admiral used to pass on
his way to the Louvre. Three clays he lay in wait.
But when the opportunity came, although his piece
was loaded with three balls he only wounded his
victim. Coligny at once sent to inform the King of
what had happened ; his messenger found Charles
IX. playing tennis with Henry of Guise and
Teligny; turning pale and dashing his racquet to
the ground he exclaimed with many oaths, " Are we
never to have peace ? " and went to his room " with
sad and downcast countenance.'1

Soon the King of Navarre, the Prince of Conde*
and a crowd of nobles demanded an audience and
the King's permission to leave a town where their
lives were in danger. Full, apparently, of grief and
anger Charles declared he would take such vengeance
as should never be forgotten on those who were
guilty of the outrage. Nor could his sincerity be
doubted when he ordered the gates of the city to
be shut to prevent the escape of the would-be assas-
sins, intrusted the inquiry into the crime to an
impartially chosen commission, forbade the towns-
people to arm or to close their shops, sent a detach-
ment of his guards to protect the Admiral, and
offered lodgings to the Huguenot gentlemen near
Coligny's house, or in the Louvre.

After dinner Charles came accompanied by his